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INTRODUCTION

Background

Rampion Extension Development Limited ( t h e &6 A phpsl sulimétedt ad )application for a
Development Consent Order (DCO) to construct, operate (including maintenance) and
decommission an offshore wind farm, located approximately 13km off the Sussex Coast. This is
known as Rampion 2 Offshore Wind Farm and herein referred to as the d°rojectd

This is the Local Impact Report from Arun District Council (ADC), which sets out the likely impacts
of the Project within the administrative area of ADC, beyond the South Downs National Park. ADC
is a host authority for the Project, with landfall within the parish of Climping (also known as Clymping)

and buried onshore cables proposed north and east through the District.

Purpose, Scope and Terms of Reference of the Local Impact Report

This Local Impact Report has been prepared with due consideration of Advice Note 1! from the

Planning Inspectorate. This Advice Note refers to the Planning Act 2008 and states that:

d'he sole definition of an LIR is given in s60(3) ofthe Act as 6éa report in writin

l'i kely impact of the proposed devel opment)dTha
content of the LIR is a matter for the local authority concerned as long as it falls within this statutory

definitiond

ADC is the planning authority for Arun, apart from the area of Arun within the South Downs National
Park, which falls under the planning responsibility of the South Downs National Park Authority
(SDNPA). However, the SDNPA refer to advice from the Environmental Health Department at ADC.
The SDNPA has a duty to work in partnership with all local authorities and, as such, with ADC. In
addition, West Sussex County Council is the highways authority, education authority and Lead Local
Flood Authority that covers Arun. This Local Impact Report therefore focuses on subject and

geographical areas which ADC has primary planning responsibility.

1 Planning Inspectorate (2012) AAdvi ce Not e One: Local | mpact
[https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/advice-note-one-local-impact-reports/]

Accessed 4 December 2023
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This Local Impact Report does not replicate the Environmental Statement (ES) submitted with the
application for the Project, but instead seeks to draw together local knowledge and evidence of issues
within the administrative area of Arun beyond the South Downs National Park that can be robustly
reported to the Examining Authority. The likely impacts are presented as either positive, neutral or
negative effects during construction and operation, where relevant. However, as set out in the Advice

Note, it is for the Examining Authority to conduct a balancing exercise of the likely impacts.

Having reviewed the documentation submitted with the application for the DCO, ADC broadly agrees
with the results of the assessments and the adequacy of mitigation for the archaeological,
geoarchaeological and palaeo-environmental potential within the District beyond the South Downs

National Park. Given this, archaeology is not considered further in this Local Impact Report.
In addition to identifying key local issues and impacts, this Local Impact Report provides ADC 6 s
appraisal of the Projects compliance with local policy. However, in line with Advice Note 1, an

appraisal has not been undertaken in relation to National Policy Statements (NPS).

This Local Impact Report builds upon the Relevant Representation and the initial Principal Areas of

Disagreement Statement submitted by ADC to the Examining Authority in November 2023.

Overview of the Project

The key offshore elements of the Project will be as follows:

1 up to 90 offshore wind turbine generators and associated foundations;

1 blade tip of the wind turbine generators (WTG) will be up to 325m above Lowest Astronomical

Tide and will have a 22m minimum air gap above Mean High Water Springs;

1 inter-array cables connecting the WTG to up to three offshore substations;

1 up to two offshore interconnector export cables between the offshore substations;

9 up to four offshore export cables each in its own trench, will be buried under the seabed within

the final cable corridor; and

1 the export cable circuits will be High Voltage Alternating Current, with a voltage of up to 275kV.




1.10 The key onshore elements of the Project will be as follows:

1 asingle landfall site near Climping, Arun District, connecting offshore and onshore cables using

Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) installation techniques;

0 buried onshore cables in a single corridor for the maximum route length of up to 38.8km

using:

o0 trenching and backfilling installation techniques; and

o0 trenchless and open cut crossings.

1 a new onshore substation, proposed near Cowfold, Horsham District, which will connect to an
extension to the existing National Grid Bolney substation, Mid Sussex, via buried onshore cables;

and

I extension to and additional infrastructure at the existing National Grid Bolney substation, Mid

Sussex District to connect Rampion 2 to the national grid electrical network.
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OVERVIEW OF THE DISTRICT

Description of the District and Key Challenges

The District is located on the South Coast and approximately half of the former Arun planning

authority area is now within the South Downs National Park.

The main urban areas are on the coast, with centres of population in Littlehampton, Bognor Regis
and Arundel. The coastal towns are also the main employment and service areas, with Bognor Regis
also supporting a campus of the University of Chichester. Beyond these towns is largely rural with

scattered villages and hamlets.

The key environmental sensitivities within and immediately surrounding the DCO Limits of the Project

within the District are shown in Figures 1a, 1b and 2. Notably this includes:

1 Scheduled monuments: Littlehampton Fort and Me d i e v a | Eart hwor ks E

Church, listed buildings and Conservation Areas;

1 Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): Climping Beach;

1 Local Wildlife Sites: Littlehampton Golf Course and Atherington Beach; and

9 Local Nature Reserve: West Beach.

The key challenges currently facing the District include:

I Housing: as with many local authorities, Arun faces challenges in housing supply and

deliverable housing sites;

1 Education: educational achievement in the District is relatively low. The 2021 Census indicates
that 25.4% ofthe Di st r i ct 0 $aspohigvedtestiary qualifications, compared to a national

average of 33.9%2;

20office for Nati onal Statistics (2022) Ai2021 Census

[https://www.ons.gov.uk/census] Accessed 4 December 2023

and

dat ao.
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1 Employment: Ar undés Ec onomi-2025 Rund that In 2012 énloyment rates were
generally lower (74.5%) than the West Sussex County average (80.4%). The employment rate
is variable indicating a high level of insecure employment in Arun, most likely associated with the
seasonal tourism industry. The occupational profile indicates to a low skill, low wage labour

market profile within Aruns;

1 Deprivation: 2021 Census data indicate that Arun is the second most deprived area in Sussex*.
Specifically, deprivation is associated with education and barriers to housing. Arun is the 66

most deprived local authority in England for barriers to housing and 89t for education®; and

1 Biodiversity: preserving and enhancing biodiversity is a key focus within Arun. Within the
Biodiversity Net Gain Evidence Study®, several priority habitats are considered to be at risk by
the Sussex Local Nature Partnership due to declines in extent, condition and distribution. These
include: coastal vegetated shingle; lowland fen; reedbed; lowland heathland; intertidal mudflats;

lowland meadows; and lowland calcareous grassland.

Strategic Site Allocations

The adopted Local Plan’ sets out the requirement for at least 20,000 new homes over the plan period
to 2031; an equivalent of 1,000 dwellings per annum. A significant proportion of the housing land

supply is proposed from strategic site allocations.

As shown on Figures 1a and 2, strategic site allocations within the vicinity of the Project include
Climping and Littlehampton 7 West Bank for approximately 300 and 1,000 dwellings, respectively,
as set out in Policy H SP1 of the adopted Local Plan.

3 Arun District Council (2019) fArun Economic Profile 2020-2025a Available at [https://www.arun.gov.uk/economic-strategy/]
Accessed 30 November 2023

4 Office for National Statistics (2022) 021 Census datad (Edition: June 2022). UK Data Service. Available at
[https://www.ons.gov.uk/census] Accessed 30 November 2023

5 UK Government (2019) fEnglish Indices of Deprivationa Available at [https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/english-
indices-of-deprivation-2019] Accessed 30 November 2023

6 Arun District Council (2022) MArun District Council Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Evidence Studya Available at
[https://www.arun.gov.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93)jijm4n19224.pdf&ver=24187] Accessed 1 December 2023

7 Arun District Council ( 2 0 1 8Yn Ldtah Plan 2011-20310 . Av ai krantgbvaik/adopted-[ocal-plan/] Accessed 4

December 2023




2.7 A reserved matters application (CM/48/21/RES) has been submitted for Climping (at Land to the
West of Church Lane South of Horsemere Green Lane) and a decision is currently awaited at the

time this report was prepared. This is for:

@ pproval of reserved matters following the grant of CM/1/17/OUT for the erection of 300 No dwellings
& a building within use class E, together with public open space, LAPs, LEAP & ancillary works,
including car parking & drainage arrangements, with access off Church Lane & Horsemere Green
Laneo

2.8 The DCO Limits of the Project extend along the eastern boundary of Land to the West of Church
Lane South of Horsemere Green Lane, with Work No. 13 relating to temporary construction access

extending marginally onto the edge of this site.

2.9 Whilst at this stage, no planning application has been submitted for Littlehampton - West Bank, this
site forms a significant part of the regeneration plans for Littlehampton. As shown in Figure 1, the
DCO Limits for the onshore cable corridor extends through the western part of the Littlehampton 7
West Bank strategic allocation, which is discussed in Section 5.

Climate Change and Renewable Energy

2.10 On 15 January 2020, ADCdecl ared a o6Cli mate Emergencyd and pl
20308. Since this was declared, ADC has implemented a range of strategies and produced a Carbon
Neutral Strategy®, which details carbon reduction targets, sets out emissions baselines and high-

level actions.

2.11 In addition, in the adopted Local Plan, there is specific reference to renewable energy within Policy
ECC DM1. This policy states that ADC will support renewable energy development, subject to policy-
specific criteria. Furthermore, this policy states that ADC expects renewable development schemes
within the District to contribute positively to the social, economic and environmental development

and the overall regeneration of Arun.

8Arun District Counci |l ( 2 0 2 3 )httpsi/@ivw.arua.goe.uk/Climatenchaege]. Acdessedioh 30b | e at
November 2023.
®Arun District Caowmromi Ineuad2ad) sit rltpsehgwvarun.gedvukicarhoa-meltral-strategy]. [

Accessed on 30 November 2023.




2.12 Given the above, ADC acknowledges the benefits of |
national target of net zero by 2050 and to responding to climate change. Energy from the Project

would, however, be to the national grid, rather than for local use within Arun.




Figure 1la: Approximate Extent of DCO Limits and Surrounding Environmental Sensitivities (Part 1)
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Figure 1b: Approximate Extent of DCO Limits and Surrounding Environmental Sensitivities (Part 2)
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